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Graham, Blumenthal Introduce Save The Kurds Act

WASHINGTON - U.S. Senators Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) and Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut) today

intreduced the Save the Kurds Act, in response to the Syrian government forces’ repeated attacks on the Kurdish-led Blog
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). The legislation would impose sanctions on Syrian government officials and financia
institutions, and foreign individuals who engage in any transaction, including military or financial support, with the
Syrian government.

During the U.S. effort to destroy the ISIS caliphate, the SDF contributed significantly to the success of the operation.
Following the destruction of the caliphate, the SDF controlled northeastern Syria. After ousting the Assad government,
the new Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa has waged a campaign against the Kurdish-led SDF under the guise of
uniting the country after years of civil war. However, there is evidence that the attacks on the Kurdish-led SDF are
being coordinated with and assisted by Turkey.

Op-Eds/Columns

Videos

The SDF-controlled region of Syria has ISIS prisons guarded by the mainly Kurdish forces and is home to some 1,000
U.S. troops. The repeated attacks on the Kurds not only threatens the stability of the region, but also the safety of U.S.
troops, and the U.S. relationship with the new Syrian government. It also risks the resurgence of the Islamic State. Itis
crucial to U.S. national security that its allies and partners are protected when threatened, and that ISIS is not allowed
1o regenerate.

“I believe that there is strong bipartisan support for the idea of protecting the Kurds in Syria and beyond because they
have been such a reliable ally to the United States. The SDF - with a large Kurdish element - took the brunt of the fight
to defeat ISIS in President Trump's first term. | realize Syria is complicated culturally, ethnically and politically. However,
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